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Communication:
Our Stories Through Art
An Exploration of the Different Ways Art Tells Stories

An Interdisciplinary Unit for 3rd Graders
In the Visual Arts & English Language Arts
STAGE 1- DESIRED RESULTS


UNIT RATIONALE: This unit explores art, in various forms and mediums, as a means of communication
for ancient civilizations around the world, with a specific focus in ancient Egyptian, Indian, and African
art. The teacher will introduce the unit by reading selected pages from Eric Carle’s Dragons Dragons
book which portrays the artwork of legendary creatures, made up of ½ human and ½ animal
components that have stories associated to them, from all three of the ancient world cultures studied
in this unit: Egypt, India, and Africa. Students will study the different ways that people throughout the
world use art to tell their stories, and how art serves as a form of communication for the viewer to
learn about other cultures through the study of that specific culture’s art. Emphasis will be placed
upon the process of communication and how story-telling occurs between the artistic image and the
actual written language. Students will first explore how hieroglyphics and paintings of people &
deities can tell stories about Egyptian beliefs and its past ancient culture. The second lesson explores
the Hindu Character Ganesha, who is depicted in many sculptures & paintings of India, and whose
legendary stories play a vital role in explaining human nature and answering questions about the world
for its Hindu followers of today. The third lesson examines the stories told through African ceremonies
and how the story-telling of ancient ancestors & spiritual characters of African rituals are conveyed
through people’s movements and masks.



ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:
o Art tells stories about human experience.
o Art helps us know who we are, how and what we believe.
o Narrative art tells the history of people & events, recording not only facts but the spirit and
emotions of a time.



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
o Is writing the only way to tell stories?
o How do people from around the world tell their stories through art?
o How can we express ourselves and our own stories through art?
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED:
o Visual Arts Learning Standard 1: Methods, Materials, and Techniques. Students will
demonstrate knowledge of the methods, materials, and techniques unique to the visual arts.
o Visual Arts Learning Standard 3: Observation, Abstraction, Invention & Expression. Students
will demonstrate their powers of observation, abstraction, invention, and expression in a
variety of media, materials, and techniques.
o Visual Arts Connections Strand 6: Purposes of the Arts. Students will describe the purposes for
which works of dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and architecture were and are created, and,
when appropriate, interpret their meaning.
o Visual Arts Connections Strand 10: Interdisciplinary Connections. Students will apply their
knowledge of the arts to the study of English language arts, foreign languages, health, history,
and social science, mathematics, and science, and technology/engineering.
o English Language Arts Standard 1: Discussion. Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal
and formal discussions in large and small groups.
o English Language Arts Standard 2: Questions, Listening, and Contributing. Students will pose
questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group
discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.
o English Language Arts Standard 3: Oral Presentation. Students will make oral presentations
that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and information to be
conveyed.
UNIT OBJECTIVES:
o Students will identify images, symbols, icons, and movements in art as ways of telling stories
throughout various world cultures.
o Students will develop their own visual images, symbols, icons, and movements to tell stories
about themselves & the world around them.
o Students will be able to make connections between the literature and art of three world
cultures.
o Students will apply their knowledge of English language arts to studying how art communicates
stories of three ancient world cultures.
o Students will create art that communicates their own stories and the stories of others.

STAGE 2- ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE


EVIDENCE:
o Students will gain insights into Egyptian culture through the study of hieroglyphics & Egyptian
portraits of Pharaohs, Deities and people.
o Students will learn to recognize recurring styles and symbols found in Egyptian art &
hieroglyphics, and identify the ways that Egyptian artists chose to tell stories about their beliefs
& culture.
o The final product will be a self-portrait painted in the strict style of Egyptian art, incorporating
hieroglyphic script and reoccurring symbols to depict what the student would be like if s/he
were an Egyptian ruler.
o The final product will be a West African-inspired ceremonial mask, combined with a
choreographed dance that will express a story or African folk legend that the student’s read
about in a children’s book.
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o Students will share their final products with the class and explain how their story is conveyed in
the artwork they have created.
o Students will complete observational sketches of 3 artworks that they viewed during their selfguided tour at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Each sketch will be drawn in the students’
MFA Activity Booklets, and will include curatorial information about the artworks that will
reflect student knowledge of all 3 ancient cultures being studied in the unit: India, Africa and
Egypt.
o Students will be able to identify at least three other artworks of each ancient culture during
their self-guided tour at the MFA Boston, and will write about all these artworks in their MFA
Activity Booklets.
 STRATEGIES:
o The teacher will ask questions to students about artwork from the MFA Collection, prompting
Visual Thinking Strategies to provoke group discussion. The teacher will observe student
discussion and work habits during in-class art projects and during the MFA field trip.
o The teacher will observe student’s work habits during a check in with each student when they
begin their artwork. The teacher will check off each student, after they make sure that the
student is on-task and understanding the instructions.
o The teacher will supervise the students throughout the lesson, checking to make sure that
everyone is participating and working together respectfully.
o The teacher will review vocabulary terms and key concepts with the students at the end of each
class period, in the form of a quiz game to determine which tables are ready to line up first at
dismissal.
o The teacher will hand out a self-reflection assessment worksheet to the students, prompting
them to think about the stories they chose to portray and how they depicted their stories in
their artwork, at the end of each project.
o The teacher will use a rubric for the final evaluation of the student’s projects and to assess the
reflection worksheets from the unit.
o
 CONCLUSION:
The 1st art lesson about ancient Egyptian art will result in an Egyptian-style self-portrait of the student
depicted as either an Egyptian Pharaoh, Deity, or Magician. The lesson will conclude with each student
presenting their artwork to the class and describing how they met all the criteria of the assignment during
their oral presentation. The students will also fill out a self-assessment grading sheet to reflect whether or not
they are happy with their final product. The final product of the 1st art lesson should meet the following
criteria:
 Created on papyrus paper hand-made by the class
 Student portrayed him or herself as an Egyptian
Pharaoh, Deity or Magician, using tempera paint.
 Student included at least 2 important symbols or
amulets of Egyptian culture within their painting
and at least 1 portrayal of an animal is depicted.
 Student included a specific kind of head-dress and
jewelry within their self-portrait.
 A cartouche of the student’s name or a chosen
message is included in the background of the
picture.
Unit Plan Overview: Page 3

The 2nd art lesson is about ancient India’s Hindu art will result in a
collaborative creature creation that is completed together in groups of 4-6
students. The collaborative creature creation will depict a character with
super-powers, which has the body of a human and the head of an animal.
The lesson will conclude with group presentations of the artwork to the
rest of the class, where students describe how they met the criteria of the
assignment and tell about the story that goes along with their creature
and its portrayed attributes. The teacher will try to facilitate discussion
around the creation process within a team of people. The teacher will ask
students to focus on the process of creation in a group-setting during
concluding discussions at the end of the lesson. Students will fill out a
self-assessment grading sheet to reflect on their skills in team-work for
this collaborative project. The final product of the 2 nd art lesson should
meet the following criteria:
 Character is created in life-size proportions on black
fadeless paper, reflecting an understanding of the
principles & elements of art & design.
 Students depicted a creative creature with at least 4 arms
that include an attribute in each hand.
 The creature’s personality is reflected through the symbols and attributes portrayed.
 Clues about the story that the students wrote to go along with the creature can be observed
within the choice of objects and attributes that are portrayed.

The 3rd art lesson is about the ancient cultures of Africa and how stories are told
through ritual performances that involve costume and dancing. This lesson will
conclude in a class performance of African dances, where students will tell the
story of an African children’s book through their African-inspired masks and
through tribal African movements that they learned during an African Dance
Workshop. Students will perform the stories through movement and masks,
and no words. The performance will be videotaped and later viewed by the
students to reflect on their work. The final product of the 3 rd art lesson should
meet the following criteria:
 African-inspired masks that portray a character from the children’s
story book.
 Patterns and inspirations from animals & found, natural objects are
included within the decoration of the mask.
 Students behaved appropriately during the African dance workshop.
 Students worked together with their peers to perform a successful
dance that they choreographed to portray the events that take place
in their African children’s story book.

Ga Wree-Wree (mask)
Dan, 1850-1980
wood, teeth, metal, cowry shells, bells, beads,
fiber, netting, and cloth
19 11/16 x 12 1/2 x 11 in. (50 x 31.8 x 28
cm)
Gift of Katherine White and The Boeing
Company
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The culminating activity of this entire unit is a field trip to the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston. Students will complete an MFA Activity Booklet, consisting
of observational sketches of artwork, and questions for students to answer
that reflect a solid understanding of how art tells stories through the 3
ancient cultures of Egypt, India and Africa.

STAGE 3- LEARNING PLAN


RESOURCES & EXEMPLARS:
o MFA Educators Online
o MFA Brochures from Visitor’s Center
o Smart board Presentation
o Benchmark Product & student samples
o Exploring Ancient World Cultures: An Introduction to Ancient
World Cultures on the World-Wide Web. Retrieved March 5,
2010, from http://eawc.evansville.edu/index.htm.
o Anderson, T. (2005). Art for Life: Authentic Instruction in Art.
New York, NY: McGraw Hill.
o Carle, E. (2004). Eric Carle’s Dragons Dragons & Other
Creatures that Never Were. NY, NY: Puffin Books.
o Glossop, J. (2003). The Kids Book of World Religions.
Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.
o Hume, H. (2000). A Survival Kit for the Elementary / Middle
School Art Teacher. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass
o Langley, M. (2005). Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness Books:
Religion. New York, NY: DK Publishing, Inc.
o Katz, E. (2000). Themes and Foundations of Art. New York, NY:
National Textbook Company.
o Maybury-Lewis, D. (1992). Millennium: Tribal Wisdom and The
Modern World. New Y ork, NY: Penguin Books.
o Merill, Y. (2002). Hands-On Ancient People: Volume I.
Anchorage, Alaska: Kits Publishing.
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ART MATERIALS:
o MFA Activity Booklet
o Images of artwork on display at the MFA
o Smart board Presentation that introduces the lessons
o Newspaper strips, wallpaper paste, gauze strips (for paper mache)
o Children’s books on all 3 cultures (for students to read if they finish projects early)
o Mixed media & natural objects
o Printing ink
o Tempera paints
o Egyptian stencils of hieroglyphics
o Brushes, water and paint containers
o Hieroglyphics code
o Paper & glue for papyrus-making
o Black fadeless paper
o Styrofoam for cartouche prints
o Chalk pastels

 SCOPE AND SEQUENCE OF LESSONS:

o LESSON 1: Portrait Profile & Cartouche
 Stories Through Egyptian Art= HIEROGLYPHICS / SYMBOLS
 Inspiration: Scenes of Egyptian People, Pharaohs, and Hieroglyphics
 Student Creation: Art & Story Co-Exist At SAME Time
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o LESSON 2: Collaborative Crazy Creatures
 Stories Through Indian Art= ATTRIBUTES /OBJECTS
 Inspiration: Images of Ganesha & Other Hindu Characters
 Student Creation: From Art To Story



LESSON 3: Masks & Movement
 Stories Through African Art=PERFORMANCE MASKS & MOVEMENT
 Inspiration: Ceremonial Performances for Ancestors, Animals & Earth Spirits
 Student Creation: From Story To Art
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