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Making A Difference In Our Lifetimes Through Art
An Integrated Interdisciplinary Unit for 5th Graders
In the Visual Arts & English Language Arts

STAGE 1- DESIRED RESULTS


UNIT RATIONALE: This fourth and
final unit explores art as a form of
inspiration for continuing to make a
difference in the world during our
lifetimes. This unit also explores art
as a form of creative evidence, which
keeps track of those people or
“heroes” who have tried to make a
difference during their own lifetimes.
The first lesson of this unit really
provokes students’ questioning about
time, but as an abstract concept. Retrieved April 20, 2010 from Dan Eldon website: www.daneldon.org.
Students will learn about the purpose
of having a time capsule, as they examine images of time capsules for ideas & inspiration to use
when they begin creating their own version of a time capsule. Students will create their Time
Capsule of the Future, using model magic or shoeboxes, and will try to convey the culture & age in
which they are presently living in through their selection of objects & articles to be placed inside
their time capsule container for safe keeping. The items they choose to place inside their time
capsules should represent something about themselves that they would like to be remembered for.
This first project will really compel students to think about where they want to be in the future, 8-10
years from now. The second lesson of this unit begins with students
viewing a video clip which introduces artist & activist Dan Eldon.
Students will view the posthumously published journals of Dan Eldon,
and will learn about who he was through his journal entries &
artwork. The teacher will facilitate discussion about the ways in which
art provides the creative evidence one needs to learn about someone’s
lifetime experiences and aspirations to try to make a difference in the
world. The concept of a “hero” will be focused upon in this lesson, and
students will then choose a hero to create a biographical collaged artwork
about, in the same style as Dan Eldon’s journals. The collaged artwork
should convey their hero’s lifetime contributions in trying to make a
difference in the world. The “hero” can be a family member or a celebrity,
as long as the students portray the reasons for why they are an inspiration
to them through their biographical collages. The third lesson of this unit is
also the final lesson of the entire year’s curriculum. Students will
participate in a global art collaboration where they create beautiful artwork
from outlining their hand, then decorating it with messages about peace, to
send to The Tucson Museum of Art in Arizona. This lesson will also entail a
student art exhibition to culminate the end of the year, and to bring
conclusion to the students’ experiences in what they learned from art class.
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:
o Artists’ lifetime commitment to make a difference
in the world involves engaging in art which
promotes global peace & unity for future
generations to follow.
o Surrounding ourselves with inspirational art &
motivational people encourages us to continue
trying to make a difference in our lifetimes.
o Art can be creative evidence that reflects the
lifetime & efforts of those who try to make a
difference in the world.
Artwork By Joan Poole Holbrook, Chapel Hill, NC, USA. Retrieved
April 16, 2010, from Global Project for Peace website:
http://www.globalartproject.org/galleries/handgallery_12.html



STANDARDS ADDRESSED:
o Visual Arts Learning Standard 1: Methods, Materials, and Techniques. Students will
demonstrate knowledge of the methods, materials, and techniques unique to the visual arts.
o Visual Arts Learning Standard 5: Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their
own work and the work of others using appropriate visual arts vocabulary. When
appropriate, students will connect their analysis to interpretation and evaluation.
o Visual Arts Connections Strand 6: Purposes of the Arts. Students will describe the purposes
for which works of dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and architecture were and are created,
and, when appropriate, interpret their meanings.
o Visual Arts Connections Strand 9: Inventions, Technologies, and the Arts. Students will
describe and analyze how performing and visual artists use and have used materials,
inventions, and technologies in their work.
o Visual Arts Connections Strand 10: Interdisciplinary Connections. Students will apply their
knowledge of the arts to the study of English language arts, foreign languages, health,
history, and social science, mathematics, and science, and technology/engineering.



UNIT OBJECTIVES:
o Students will examine and gain perspective on artists
& people who have committed their entire lives to
making a difference in the world.
o Students will create art that is reflective of their own
personal commitment, & the efforts of others, to
continue trying to make a difference in the world.

o Students will be able to analyze their progress throughout
the year, and reevaluate their personal goals for the future,
through self-reflection in sketchbook assignments through
and portfolio reviews with the teacher.
o Students will produce artwork that conveys something
about global peace & unity or/and students will produce
Artwork by Dan Eldon. Retrieved from Google
artwork that is creative evidence of someone’s lifetime
Image Search website:
omnialx.tumblr.com/post/134697716/thecommitment to make a difference in the world.
o Students will apply their knowledge of English language arts unforge...
to researching a heroic person committed to a lifetime of making a difference, and they will then
present their biographical findings through an artistic & creative approach.
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STAGE 2- ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE


EVIDENCE:
o
o

o

o

o

o
o
o
o
o
o

o

o
o
o
o

o

o

Students will discuss the purpose of a time capsule and will
examine various images & examples for ideas.
The final product will be a 3-dimensional container with lid,
holding various materials & objects inside of it, with a unified
design & decoration painted on the outside.
Students will use materials and objects in their time capsules
that they feel represent themselves and what they like best
about making a difference through art, reflecting back on the
school year’s art projects to use as a spring board for ideas.
The students’ time capsule will be thoughtfully designed &
constructed from shoeboxes, model magic, magazine cut-outs
and collaged images; and will demonstrate an understanding of
the elements and principles of design.
Students will complete a reflection sheet about their time
capsule and will write a letter to themselves in the future, which
the teacher will mail to them in four years, right before their
high school graduation.
Students will view books & media about Dan Eldon in order to examine how he tried to make a
difference in the world during his lifetime.
Students will identify Dan Eldon’s published journals as creative evidence of his life’s experiences &
efforts.
Students will discuss the qualities & character traits of what makes a hero, and learn about other
artists who have tried to make a difference through art during their lifetimes.
Students will conduct research from books and internet in their sketchbooks, in order to determine
who their hero of inspiration will be for their final product.
Students will create a biographical artwork, inspired by the published journals of Dan Eldon, which
serves as creative evidence that tells about the life & efforts of their chosen hero.
The final product will be a collaged timeline of various media & images from the chosen hero’s
lifetime, created on paper that is 11” wide x 6 feet long, conveying how he or she has tried to make a
difference in the world.
Students will share their final products with the class. Students will explain how their hero has tried
to make a difference, and why they chose this particular person to be their hero.
Students will examine how the internet is a global art exchange that enables people from around the
world to communicate art & ideas online about creating global peace & unity.
The final product will be a cut-out hand drawing that is outlined & colored in, expressing a vision of
unity & peace, but also individual identity.
Students will write a wish for global peace, and incorporate it into their hand design.
The hands will be mailed to the Tucson Museum in Arizona, where they will become a part of an
international art exhibition and students will become members of an international community of
other youth their age, who are committed to global peace.
Students will conduct research, notes, and thumbnail drawings in their “Sketchbooks of Self
Discovery” during the process of creation for all three lessons of this unit, in addition to all other
process-oriented evidence created throughout the year’s curriculum.
Students will keep preliminary artworks and final products from art lessons in their “Piece” Process
Portfolios throughout the year.
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Name:
Date:
Class:
Time Capsule Of The Future: Student Reflections
A. Where will you store your time capsule? Will it be hidden or is it meant to be on display?

B. List three items that you chose to put into your time capsule. Explain why you think these items are
important ways of representing your identity, your experiences & your efforts to make a difference during
the time period that you are living in now:
1. Evidence of Who You Are & What You Treasure Most In The World:
(ideas: found objects, photos of family & friends, toys, tokens of memory)

2. Evidence of your Experiences & Your Efforts To Make A Difference In The World:
(ideas: drawings, photographs, art projects, objects)

3. Evidence of the Time Period: (ideas: a news article, song lyrics, newly released movie)

C. What artistic element did you focus on when creating your time capsule?
Give examples of how you used them in your work. (Line, Shape, Form, Space, Color, Texture, Value)

D. Overall, do you feel that this time capsule is a successful reflection of your identity, experiences, and
efforts in trying to make a difference through art? Why or Why not?

E. Write a letter to yourself in the future on the back of this paper. Include your predictions for where you
think you will be 50 years from now. Where will you be 8 years from now?
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 STRATEGIES:
o The teacher will ask questions to
students about examples of artwork &
artists’ sketchbooks, such as Dan
Eldon’s published journal entries,
prompting Visual Thinking Strategies to
provoke group discussion. The teacher
will observe student discussion and
work habits during in-class art projects.
o The teacher will observe student’s work
habits during a check in with each
student when they begin their research
and/or thumbnails for their final piece
of artwork. The teacher will check off
each student, after they make sure that
the student is on-task and understanding the instructions during an initial assessment half-way
through the lesson.
o The teacher will supervise the students throughout the lesson, checking to make sure that everyone
is participating and incorporating the elements & principles of design within their final product, as
well as any other additional components recommended by the teacher.
o The teacher will review visual arts vocabulary terms and key concepts of lessons with the students
at the end of each class period, in the form of a quiz game to determine which tables are ready to
line up first for dismissal.
o The teacher will hand out a self-reflection assessment worksheet to the students, prompting them
to think about how the images, designs, symbols and text they chose to use within their final
products portrays who they are and why they chose to communicate a particular idea or belief
about themselves in this way.
o

The teacher will use a rubric for the final evaluation of the student’s projects and to assess the reflection
worksheets from the unit.
o The teacher will collect students’ sketchbooks approximately every two
weeks, with a given number of pages assigned to students to have
completed. The teacher will read, critique, and give feedback each time
the sketchbooks come in.
o The teacher will engage in cooperative formative evaluation with the
student throughout the entire school year, based upon the ongoing
process-oriented projects of the sketchbooks & portfolios.
o The teacher will assess the quality, quantity, and direction of the
research & work in students’ sketchbooks, as well as the strategies being
used, their effectiveness, and their balance in relation to what is being
sought or discovered. The teacher will write comments on “sticky notes”
in the students’ sketchbooks, suggesting directions, artists, and
resources of interest for the student, as well as providing feedback about
their process of learning & self-exploration.
Freddy Sofian, Java, Indonesia
o The teacher will provide consistent feedback and ongoing formative
http://www.globalartproject.org/galleries/
handgallery_12.html
assessment on students’ “Sketchbooks of Self Discovery” and “Piece”
Process Portfolios throughout the entire year.



RUBRIC: Sample of Lesson 1 Self-Reflection Sheet is included within this unit.

SJBleiweis, May 14, 2010

Unit Four: Page 5



CONCLUSION:

After completing all three lessons within the final unit of the
school year, the students will have created three pieces of
artwork related to the Unit 4 theme, “Making A Difference…IN
OUR LIFETIMES…Through Art”. All three final art products
from this unit will further emphasize how one’s efforts to
make a difference in the world, whichever way they choose
to, is often times a challenging pursuit that is not easily
achieved. The teacher will facilitate class discussion to help
tie together all three lessons of the unit, exploring what
constitutes a “hero” and how one can go about making a
difference in the world during his or her own lifetime. Even
the greatest of heroes do not live to witness their own feats,
but often leave behind a strong path for others to follow, so
that their efforts continue on, beyond their own lifetime. This
idea of the hero’s quest holding such relevance is very similar
to the curriculum’s focus on the creation process, rather than
the final product, being emphasized throughout the entire
year, beginning in the 1st unit.

Image retrieved from
http://www.daneldon.org/about/images/dan-eldon.jpg

At the conclusion of this unit, students will share why they
selected their chosen hero during the second lesson of this unit, The Hero Collage, as well as discuss the
kinds of heroes they hope to become in their future lifetimes. This is where the 1st project, the Time
Capsule of the Future, comes into play because it provides an opportunity for students to think about where
they hope they will be in the future, and how they want to see themselves now when looking back from the
future in 8 years. The 1st lesson asked that students reflect back on all the previous art projects they
participated in throughout the school year, which involved making a difference in various ways through art.
Students were encouraged to select a specific art project that they enjoyed the most out of the entire
“Making A Difference Through Art” year-long curriculum, and to include in some form (photos, articles,
artwork…) their memory of this project to be placed within their time capsule. The 3rd and final art lesson
of the entire curriculum, being The Global Art Project for Peace’s “Let’s All Join Hands”, builds upon the
previous concepts of collaborative art and public art, but this time within a larger community, and on an
international scale.
The students will experience
participating in a collaborative art exhibition, on a global
scale, promoting a spirit of world peace and unity for
future generations. The mission of the Global Art Project
for Peace further emphasizes how the efforts of one or
even MANY people, to make a difference in the world,
can be a challenging pursuit that continues on after one’s
lifetime.
All three final products of student artwork that result
from this unit exemplify the various ways in which we
can make a difference in our lifetimes, through art.
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STAGE 3- LEARNING PLAN


RESOURCES & EXEMPLARS:
o PowerPoint Presentation
o Smart Board Presentation
o Benchmark Product & Student Samples
o Computers & Internet
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 ART MATERIALS:
o For Time Capsule: model magic, shoebox (optional), paint, markers, crayons, internet, objects to
place in time capsule from outdoors & from students’ home.
o For Hero Collage: long paper that is 11” wide x 6 feet long, sketchbook, pencils, erasers, research
books, internet, photographs, Magazine Cut-outs, Glue mixture, Scissors, Styrofoam Trays for Paint, Oil
Pastels, Stamps for paper decorating.
o For Global Art Project for Peace: white copy paper that is 8 ½” X 11”, colored construction paper,
markers, crayons, colored pencils, magazine cut-outs, scissors, pencils, pastels, water-color
pencils.

In September 1999, all of the hands submitted for Let's
All Join Hands were displayed at the Tucson Museum of
Art.http://www.globalartproject.org/registration/makingahand.html
. Retrieved from Global Project for Peace website:
http://www.globalartproject.org/registration/makingahand.html
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE OF LESSONS:
o

LESSON 1: Time Capsule of the Future
The students will examine various images of time capsules and discuss the
purpose of a time capsule as being a form of creative evidence. They will
then create drafts of their time capsule in their sketchbooks, determining
what its function and appearance will be. Students will choose materials
& objects they want to store in their time capsule which represents
themselves and the time period they are living in. Students will be
encouraged to reflect back on the school year’s art projects for ideas of
what they like best about making a difference through art, and will be able
to include any artwork or sketchbook pages from the year to be stored within their time capsule. The final
product will be a 3-dimensional container with lid, made from model magic or shoeboxes, created to hold
various materials & objects inside of it, with a unified design & decoration painted on the outside. Students
will complete a reflection sheet about their time capsule and will write a letter to themselves in the future,
which the teacher will mail to them in four years, right before their high school graduation.
o
LESSON 2: Hero Collage
The students will learn about the life of Dan Eldon by watching a brief video clip
and viewing the published journals he wrote about his life & travels in Somalia.
Students will discuss the character traits that are commonly found amongst
people considered to be “heroes” and they will then choose a hero of their own
who has inspired them personally. Students will create artwork in the style of
Dan Eldon’s journals, and will convey their research & facts they learned about
their chosen hero in a collage-style timeline. Students will present their artwork
to the class, and will explain why they chose the particular person they did to be
their hero. Students will write comments to their peers about their artwork and
presentations, and will learn about how art can serve as a form of creative
evidence which records the experiences and efforts of people’s lives who are
trying to make a difference in the world.
o

Retrieved from Wordpress website:
http://sailthouforth.files.wordpress.com/
2008/10/eldon1.jpg

LESSON 3: Global Art Project for Peace, “Let’s All Join Hands”

Students will learn about The Global Art Project, an International Art Exchange for Peace. “The mission
of the Global Art Project is to joyously create a culture of peace through art. The Project spreads world
peace by promoting tolerance and non-violence. The Global Art Project is an expression of the idea: We
Are All One.” The students will view the organization’s website and then watch a YouTube video about
“Let’s All Join Hands”, an ongoing project that occurs in between the biennial Global Art Project
Exchanges. Students’ will outline their own hand on paper and decorate it with images and designs, in
any medium of their choice. Students will incorporate a written message or wish for world peace within
their hand. The class will discuss how the Global Art Project for Peace encourages others to make a
difference during their lifetime through art, by raising awareness of global
issues & by fostering a stronger sense of global unity between its
participants. The class will also explore how this art exchange promotes the
idea of global citizenship amongst its participants, and how it can represent
an artist’s life-time commitment to peaceful tolerance. Each student will
make a brief presentation, sharing their paper hands with the class &
explaining why they chose to draw what they did. The hands will eventually
be mailed to the Tucson Museum of Art, in Arizona, where they will be joined
By: Shannon Andrieu Broom, USA. Retrieved April 20, 2010 from
Global Art Project for Peace website: globalartproject.org

with 1000s of other hands, creating a tangible representation of the people
around the world who join their energy together in hopes of creating a peaceful future
during their lifetime.
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